
I t's not every day that a predominantly Belgian-Dutch team puts its shoulder to 

an international charity that not only helps children and families struggling with 

energy poverty, but also benefits our ravaged environment itself. However, with 

SolarBuddy, winner of a prestigious Energy Globe Award, among other awards, 

this is definitely the case - and that’s world news.  

Click Here to Find SolarBuddy Videos! 

In Short 

 

• SolarBuddy is an award-winning international charity dedicated to hel-

ping children and families living in energy poverty. 

 

• Providing these children with a solar-powered light not only saves lives 

locally, but lowers their carbon footprint, benefiting the entire world. 

 

• Jeremie Landweer has been appointed managing director for the entire 

EMEA region. 

 

• On June 24th, SolarBuddy and two of its partners,  Diplomatic World and 

Sanel (Panasonic's official distributor in the Benelux), organized an Ener-

gy Day during which 21 school children were allowed to assemble Junior-

Buddies for African peers who are struggling with extreme energy pover-

ty.  

 

• Of course we would love for you to share this news with your readers, 

viewers, followers and/or listeners. Also, all those involved are, of cour-

se ,available for interviews. 

 

• Contact us at dirk@badass.be or +32 (0)494 38 27 44 for questions, 

comments, photo or video material and interviews. 

The children of the Municipal Elementary School 't Kroontje from Massenhoven, together with the team 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SolarBuddyorgLtd
mailto:dirk@badass.be?subject=Reaction%20to%20SolarBuddy%20Press%20Release


About SolarBuddy 

 

S olarBuddy's set-up is ingen-

ious: its first device, the Junior-

Buddy, was developed by Australi-

an inventor, author and philan-

thropist Simon Doble (winner of a 

DFID Humanitarian Design Award 

and an Australian Design Award). It 

operates - as the name already 

implies - on solar power and allows 

children living in energy poverty to 

light up their room at night.  

Beyond the JuniorBuddy, the Stu-

dentBuddy, which doubles as a 

charger, has recently become avail-

able, while the charity is also work-

ing on FamilyBuddy, which includes two devices that can also be used to cook and cool food 

and drinks. By distributing these, not only are lives saved locally, but everyone is also able to  

benefit globally from the lower carbon footprint thus created. With FestivalBuddy on its way 

as well,  SolarBuddy already has a solution ready for (the usually extremely energy-

consuming) festivals. 

SolarBuddy itself was launched in 2016 and has since succeeded in educating more than 

233,000 students, across 610 schools in 13 countries, about energy poverty, renewable en-

ergy and environmental issues. It relies on 59,000 employees from more than 315 organiza-

tions in 20 countries and has already distributed an impressive 159,000 solar lights.  

Thanks to all these initiatives, 797,000 lives have now been helped in 18 different coun-

tries... and now, with Jeremie Landweer, there is someone at the head of the EMEA branch 

who was able to make quite the splash in numerous hospitality businesses for many years. 

His and SolarBuddy's goal: to distribute six million solar lights to children who until then 

were suffering from energy poverty by the year 2030. 

 

More Info: www.solarbuddy.org   

The driving force behind SolarBuddy, Simon Doble, in the middle of the group of kids 

http://www.solarbuddy.org


The hard facts 

 

H aving solar-powered lighting in 

your home is more significant 

than it seems - and Simon Doble 

should know. After all, he was at the 

forefront of the Global Off-Grid 

Lighting Association (or 'GOGLA'), 

researching the energy needs of refu-

gees around the world, while as a 

member of Lighting Africa he knows 

better than anyone what the terrible 

consequences of energy poverty can 

be.   

The figures are staggering and show 

the need for action all too clearly: 

• 3 billion people need wood, 

excrement, coal, raw kerosene 

and other biomasses to heat 

their homes or cook with. 

• As many as 789 million people 

worldwide lack access to safe 

and reliable energy for light.  

• Every year, 3.8 million people 

- mostly women and children - 

die prematurely from the dan-

gerous effects of air pollution 

caused by cooking and lighting 

with fossil fuels.  

The environmental impact is also 

significant, as fossil fuels are not only 

co-responsible for developing a variety 

of blood disorders, childhood leukemia and other can-

cers, but also create carbon dioxide that is trapped in the 

In short: Initiatives like SolarBuddy are therefore more 

than just desirable; they have - unfortunately - become 

an absolute necessity. 

atmosphere, causing our already disastrous climate 

change. 

Some children in energy poverty whose lives were changed by being able to receive a JuniorBuddy 

The SolarBuddy YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/SolarBuddyorgLtd 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SolarBuddyorgLtd


Jeremie Landweer and SolarBuddy EMEA 

 

W ith the award-winning Jeremie Landweer, Solar-

buddy has introduced a managing director for 

Europe, the Middle East and Africa. Jeremie has already 

won six Hospitality Awards and, as Entrepreneur of the 

Year, he already demonstrated that he is capable of 

bringing a wind of change to the projects he supports.  

Cooperation with Diplomatic World & the Dip-

lomatic World Institute 

W ith Diplomatic World, Jeremie has found a fantas-

tic partner which has been connecting the worlds 

of politics, diplomacy, business, finance, art and culture 

internationally for years. As an interface between deci-

sion-makers in economic, political and diplomatic circles, 

Diplomatic World knows better than anyone how to 

reach decision-makers who can weigh in on both human-

itarian and environmental issues, including ambassadors, 

heads of state, representatives of EU institutions, CEOs 

of leading multinationals, leading think tanks, and so on.   

Its purpose: to provide an in-depth and trendsetting in-

sight into the latest diplomatic, international and Euro-

pean developments and trends. 

In 2020, Diplomatic World also launched the Country 

Specials, a complementary new format, with each issue 

focusing on a specific country. In addition, Diplomatic 

World often participates in politically prominent events 

and forums, such as the CC Forum, the Tashkent Invest-

ment Forum, the Paris Peace Forum, the UAE Annual 

Investment Meeting (AIM), Art Dubai, the Bled Strategic 

Forum, events of the Belgian Chambers of Commerce, 

the annual conference of Ambassadors in Belgium, sev-

eral renowned scientific, cultural and charitable events, 

the 'Lutte contre Ie Cancer' association and many pres-

tigious art exhibitions. 

Finally, Diplomatic World also has a sister organization: 

the Diplomatic World Institute — an important diplo-

matic-journalistic medium which is also an influential 

global opinion leader.  The respective fields, which 

means that the right knowledge and know-how can be 

centralized and shared in an innovative way. 

 

 

It's clear that Jeremie means business: he recently left 

hospitality the hospitality business to devote himself 

fully to SolarBuddy, which is hardly surprising for anyone 

who knows him: his concern for children, the environ-

ment and our general wellbeing has always been there 

and was always reflected in the businesses he managed. 

The fact that SolarBuddy chose him as the person re-

sponsible for the EMEA region is therefore no coinci-

dence.  

Jeremie Landweer, responsible for SolarBuddy in the EMEA region, with Barbara Dietrich, CEO of Diplomatic World 

More info Diplomatic World: www.diplomatic-world.com and www.diplomatic-world-institute.com/en/solarbuddy 

https://diplomatic-world.com/
http://www.diplomatic-world-institute.com/en/solarbuddy


More Info on Sanel 

A First in Belgium: Energy Day 

 

O n 24 June 2022, SolarBuddy EMEA already showed its readiness by 

organizing an Energy Day, together with Diplomatic World and 

Sanel (the official Benelux distributor of Panasonic). In doing so, the part-

nership welcomed 21 enthusiastic school children who, for the first time 

in Belgium, were guided through the same SolarBuddy presentation that 

hundreds of thousands of other young people worldwide have already 

enjoyed. 

During the presentation, the children not only learned more about cli-

mate and environmental issues, but also about alternative sources of 

energy, energy poverty and what we ourselves can do to tackle the cli-

mate change that is already disrupting lives worldwide.  

As per usual for SolarBuddy events, the children were then allowed to 

assemble a JuniorBuddy themselves, all under adult supervision. This 

teaches them that they themselves can make a contribution — an im-

portant awareness to develop at an early age.  

 

By familiarising our youth from an early age on with not only environmental issues, but also with what we 

ourselves as individuals can do about them, SolarBuddy hopes to contribute to a better and cleaner world. 

All those present were able to see what happens all over the world during these kinds of days centered 

around SolarBuddy: the children absorbed the information, asked questions and then enthusiastically man-

aged to write a letter each, which will soon be handed over to the African child for whom the SolarBuddy is 

ultimately intended. 

The SolarBuddies were received by none other than Barbara Dietrich, the renowned art connoisseur and hu-

manitarian who’s been heading both Diplomatic World and the Diplomatic World Institute for many years 

now.  

Also present: Amaya Berruezo, initiator and board member at Sanel; and Jean Aznar, member of the Advisory 

Board at Sanel, and Secretary General of the Diplomatic World Institute.  

http://www.sanel.be


 

Collaboration 

 

T hat the collaboration between SolarBuddy and Dip-

lomatic World is quite close was recently made clear 

by their joint presence at the Crans Montana Forum, 

where attention was paid to African youth and the inno-

vators who are providing solutions to the woes facing 

the continent. With H.E. Prof Ameenah Gurib-Fakim, the 

sixth president of the Republic of Mauritius, a collabora-

tion was immediately initiated to realize the distribution 

and logistic purposes of SolarBuddy in Africa.  

 

Contact Us 

 

N aturally, we hope that this press release will gener-

ate some well-deserved media attention and 

awareness. If you write or report on topics such as the 

www.badasspr.com 

Jean Aznar en Jeremie Landweer with a JuniorBuddy 

Jeremie Landweer, H.E. Prof Ameenah Gurib-Fakim                           

and Barbara Dietrich, each holding a JuniorBuddy 

Please direct your questions, comments and requests 

to: 

Dirk Vandereyken     

dirk@badass.be 

+32 (0)494 38 27 44 

 

environment, health, welfare, politics, diplomacy, hospi-

tality, technology, innovation, business, international 

relations and/or major international efforts to combat 

climate change and poverty, we are sure to have enough 

information for you and the people you’re able to reach. 

SolarBuddy is not a company that needs to make a 

profit, but a charity, and the topic is more relevant to all 

of us than ever. 

http://www.badasspr.com


https://diplomatic-world.com/
http://www.sanel.be/
http://www.solarbuddy.org/

