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Gandhi Celebration 

2nd of October 2021 

Your excellency, Ambassador Jha,  

Vice-Mayors, 

JYAA PRiEM CHE TYA JEEVAN CHE  

  

The Covid-19-virus corona is challenging our world 

heavily.   

Managing and defeating this major health crisis was 

and is an unseen task for global, national and local 

leadership.  

The fast-spreading virus makes no distinction 

between people, origin, countries.  It affects us all, and 

it affects us hard.   

On the global scale, the ordeal for India seems even 

harder and more devastating.   

The immense human tragedy of India’s covid death toll 

touches us all.   

On behalf of the people of the Antwerp provincie, on 

behalf of myself, I would like to express my 

condolences to your nation, to all of you. 

I do realise how strongly our Antwerp Indian 

community is rooted in its homeland.   
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Therefore, the past times must have been very hard, 

due to the travel restrictions, uncertainty and 

anxiety about loved ones, personal grief. 

  

And yet, the ordeal does not even end here.   

Past July, Belgium was confronted with the heaviest 

rains and floods for the last decades.   

Days afterwards, India was ravaged by even more 

extreme and more severe weather and monsoons, 

causing enormous landslides that resulted in many 

victims as well.   

And just recently, heavy weather conditions caused 

heavy floodings in Gujarat, home to many of your 

families, and the birth place of Mahatma Gandhi.  

  

Fortunately, I know the Indian community in Antwerp 

as a strong, close and warm community.  

It always gives me great pleasure to see how you all 

take care of each other.   

At whatever time, but even more now, close contacts 

and friendships are extremely valuable.   

Cherish them, appeal to them.   
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Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, 

 

Yes, our global world is becoming very vulnerable.  

Careful attention to our planet is urgent and 

indispensable.  

Especially now that natural disasters are growing in 

strength, number and intensity, but also in 

devastation and human suffering.   

 

According to Gandhi there is enough on this earth 

for everybody’s need. But obviously not for 

everybody’s greed.  What would Gandhi advocate and 

advise, how would he act now, if he were still among us 

and faced with todays wicked and delicate problems, I 

regularly wonder?  

 

It is beyond time to reflect on the impact of our 

behaviour – as well as collectively as individually - on 

climate disruption.   

 

All the more so because the most vulnerable people 

and regions are affected more than others.   

What we do or fail to do now affects us, our children 

and grandchildren, all the future generations to come.  



4 
 

 

Equally inspired by Gandhi, is his valuable vision on 

and belief in a vegetarian lifestyle, motivated by 

care and concern for our planet, for our future.   

If only more people, if all people would be as conscious 

about the impact of contemporary food consumption.  

Like for instance those who live according to the 

Jainism. It would make a world of difference to the 

world! 

 

For now, I sincerely hope that all of you, your loved 

ones here and in India, are healthy and safe, and that 

they celebrating this festive commemoration day as 

well, on the inspiring person of Mahatma Gandhi, on 

the International Day of Non-Violence.  

I thank you.   


